_ Preach'd at the "Se 
CcOoNSECRAT ION 


& 0 F A 


CH u R C H. 


IN THE 


P R 18H of Caftle-Ton, 


NEAR 


Su BORN, DORSET: 
September * 171 5, 


— 
By Jang "MT Tice, 1 
Ss 


2 


1 1 


Printed for VW. Taylor, at the Sbip in Pater-Nolter- 
Row ind. ae Bookſeller in Sber ken TH 1 


— — 


"Die Four Pence.) | 2 N 


4 — > A — - Yes n 
- 9 — 


N „„ 


1 


WIA” 295 


3 2 braces — 244 


Thy 0 
— r 
# 
. " 
» | 
* 
Fa 
| - 
- 
* 
1 
+ 
5 % 
-D 
* 
* » - 
4 - 
F 4 
* 
* F ? 
1 1 & 4 
* 
Cy 
% 
* 
= 
- 
f : 
+. 
19 
CTA 
: 
4 1 
, 
. N41 1 
i 
, : : | 2 
N $f 
- '%, 4 | Tf 
. * * 
8 * 5 a 
* 
LIES! W } Nor 
{ . I 92 15411 
* 
ee * * 
* 
61 13 
—_ 


* ns 4 
2 — Wolter women = + ens oo + 


* 


* 


. 


Jeu HONOURABLE 


/ILLIAM 


LoRD DIGBY" 
PaRox DIGBY bf Geafbi, 


| dy LORD, 


HE Command of the Right Robe bd 
Father in GOD the Biſhop of Briſte | 
as well as of the Reverend DE AN 9 
Sarum, in Conjunction with the De- 

es of my Reverend Brethren the Clergy, ha- 

ng encouraged the following Sermon to appear 

Publick, I preſume to offer it to Your Lord- 

fs Acceptance and: Patronag e. 


lt was, My LORD, Your great Love to GOD 
d Religion, which put You upon Building an 
uſe for Divine Worſhip ; And 1 know 'tis 
uch in YourLordſhip's Heart, to make it Uſeful 
the whole Neighbo rhood : A Deſign, / 
s and Charizable þ goth Souls of Men, that 


it 


DE DIC ATION 
it nghly deferves a Publick Acknowledgment. Ari 
if We ſhould hold our Peace, the very Stones of 
the Sanctuary would cry out. | 


But, My LORD, I have another End in th 
Addreſs, and that is, to recommend the Serif 
to the World, and ſo better ſerve thoſe End: offi 
Piety, to which it is deſign'd, by ſetting befor 
it fo Eminent an Example, of Delighting in 11. 
Droellings of the Lord, and the Holy Servical 
performed in them. «6 4 


*Tis eaſy to enlarge here, as well as in all oth 
Parts of True Religion and Vertue, the beſt C 
Ranients of the Great and the Noble, But I ini * 
ſenſible that this will offend Your Lordſbip; ad 
therefore ſhall only Pray, That GOD would | 
long a Life fo very Valuable in this degenerat 
Age, pour down all poſſible Ble//mgs upon Lou 
Loraſbip and Your Family here, and plentiful 
Reward Your Works of Piety and Charity, wit 
greater Degrees of Happineſs hereafter. Pe P.41; 


ids, an 
2d and. 
This . 
ffliction 
n; the 

Is Friend 
lom, the 
his Gl 
But to 
om the! 
the Pal 


I am, My LORD, 
Tour Lordſbip's mot bumble | 
and moſt obliged Servant, 
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E PS AL. LXXXIV. 1. 
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1 an 


om Amiable are thy T abernacles, O Lord 


z an 
ad ſo 2 of H ofts : 


renerit 8 


on You ; HOUGH we cannot learn from the 
ntifull Title of this Pſalm, who the Author of it 
”, wit was, yet being certainly compoled by 


one who was hindred from partaking of 
pe Publick Worſhip, tis moſt likely to be holy Da- 
ds, and ky upon the ſame Occafion with the 
2d and 43d Pſalms. . 
This Man after God's own Heart, bears all his other 
fflictions with wonderful Patience and Reſignati- 
n; the Revilings of his Enemies, the Revolts of 
is Friends, the Rebellion of his Beloved Son Ab- 
wm, the Diſgrace of his Family, and the Eclipſe 
his Glory. 
But to be Baniſh'd from the Preſance of the Lord, 
om the Place of his peculiar Abode, to be deprived 
the Publick Worſhip of the Sanctuary, this is a Cir- 
B cumſtance 


>» 


ruant, 


ACT 


(2) 


cumſtance of Suffering which fits heavieſt upon til 
Spirits, and cauſeth him to cry out for the diſquizli 
neſs of bis Heart. 2 
My Soul longeth (ſaith he, v. 2.) yea, even faint 
for the Courts of the Lord, my Heart and my Fleſh cry 
out for the Living God: Yea, the Sparrow (as he go 
on in his elegant Complaints) hath found an Houſe, a 
the Swallow a Neſt for her ſelf, where ſhe may lay | 
Young, even thine Altars, O Lord of Hoſts, my Ri 
and my God. While be himſelf is denied this Liber 
he ſeems to envy the very Birds, who have a fre here han 
Acceſs to, and an undiſturb'd Abode in the Hou fee 
of God. W/ervins 
Then he proceeds to admire the Felicity of Tho ipht of 
who have the Opportunity of paying their C laces to 
ſtant Devotion in his Houſe ; and at all the Som » Co! 
Hours of Worſhip, can return to their Exerciſe q eligious 
Praiſe and Thanksgiving: Bleſſed are they that dui perfo 
in thy Houſe, they will be ſtill Praiſing thee, Feople, 
And no doubt but it was upon the calling tl ben ; b 
Remembrance the Pleaſant Service he was engaged” they 
in, hen he went with the Multitude, and brought th And | 
forth into the Houſe of God, in the Voice of Praiſe a ors 0 
Thankſgiving, among ſuch as keep Holy-day, that brabam, 
breaks out into this Paſſionate Ejaculation, haf“ Plac 
Amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! 4. d. CY had 
God, the Lord and Creator of all the Angel: V I'd on 
tures, what can be ſo Lovely and Deſirable, as! In the 
be admitted into thy Sanctuary, and enjoy the h 0 ſettled 


nefits, the Comforts and Tranſports of it? God's 
Theſe Words offer to our Conſideration tw e Taber, 
Things ; ne Reſo 


But wt 
[tled Stat 
Ir God's 
louſe ; w. 
ven, 


1. The one Suppoſed ; That there have been ai!) 
Places built, and ſet apart for the Publick Service 
God ; called his Houſes or Dwellings. 

| 2 


pon ii (3) 

Uſqich 2. The other Expreſs'd ; That theſe Places are Amia- 
faint Wy and Deſirable. 

h er When I have ſpoken to both theſe, I will in the 
dard and Laſt Place | 


he gol - it a 
3. Make ſome Application of them with a ſpecial Re- 
1 1 rd to the Occaſion of this Aſſembly. l 

B 1. Lam to ſpeak of the thing Suppoſed ; viz. Thar 
> 2 fre Pere have been always Places Built and ſet apart for the 


vice of God, call'd bis Houſes or Dwellings; briefly 
erving the Reaſons why they are ſo called The meer 
bt of Nature hath put all Nations upon ere&ing 
F/aces tor the Honour of their Gods, and for their 
n Conveniency in meeting together to pay their 

eligious Services and Devotions; which, being to 
& perform'd by the joint Concurrence of ſeveral 
Feople, do not only require that a Time be fix'd 
ben; but alſo a determinate Place be appointed whi- 


> Hou; 
F Tho! 


eir Ci 
E Solem 
erciſe d 
bat du 


lling 9M ? 

engage e the) may repair and meet each other. 

ug bt tha And from this Natural Principle, and the Gui- 
raiſe ance of God's holy Spirit, the antient Patriarchs, 


TY f brabam, Tſaac, and Jacob, no ſooner came to any 
Place of abode, and pitched their Tents, but 
Hey had their Altars for Divine Worſhip, where they 
relics Nd on the Name of the Lord. 

In the Wilderneſs, the [/raelites themſelves having 
0 ſettled Habitation, a moveable Tabernacle was made 
God's ſpecial Command and Direction, call'd 
e Tabernacle of the Congregation, to which every 
ne Reſorted that ſought the Lord. 
But when the Church began to be Happy in a 


cen alu led State; David the King, from his pious Zeal 


% God's Houſe, defign'd, but Solomon built him an 
mſe ; which, as it was by the Appointment of 
aden, ſo was it in it felt Sumptuous and Magnifi- 
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cent, the very Beauty of Holineſs, the Glory of the if 


Nation, and the Wonder of the World. 
In this Place Saerifices were offered; The Law 
at Solemn Feſtivals; and here too. were daily Prayer, 


Attendance. 


And after, when for the Sins of the People, that 


Temple was deſtroyed, another was erected 1n the 


room of it; which, how ſhort ſoever it fell of the! 
former in outward Splendor and Appearance, wa! 
yet truly more Glorious, in that it entertain d the} 


King of Glory, the Deſire of all Nations, the Ever. 
bleſſed Son of God, 

Beſides this, there were other Structures ſet apart 
for Prayer and Preaching in every Town, call d g. 
nagogues 3 Places honour'd with the Preſence d 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and for the erecting one i 
which the Centurion's Praile is to this Day recorded 


tion. 


Perſecuted and Tormented, that the Diſciples of out 
Lord were fain ſometimes to worſhip God in De 
farts and Mountains, and in Den, and Caves of the 
Earth; yet certain it is, that they had their Orate 
ries and Places Appropriate for their Exerciſes of Rel. 
gious Worſhip. 

Such was that Upper Room mention'd in the A4. 
the Apoſtles, into which the Apoſtles and Diſcip 
(after their Return from our Saviour's Aſcen/im) 
went up, as into a Place commonly known, and 
{:parate to Divine Ule, Ac. 1. 13. Such a one, it 
not the ſame, was that one Place, wherein they were 
all aſſembled with one Accord, upon the Day of Pente, 
coſt, when the Holy Ghoſt viſibly came down upon 

them, 


ons: 
And though Izfant Chriſtianity was fo Afiidtu, Wo dear, 
Poſe S, 
Went ur 
fone co 
Pout ſo 
| Iwor 


em. 
1 oles. | 
/ Mouſes 
was openly read; hither the whole Nation reſorted 


eaſtin 


"N of and. 
at ſtated Hours, on which Devout People gave their 
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Heart o 
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in the Goſpel, as a Publick Benefactor to a whole Na. 
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. ( 5 ) 
f the hem. And we know that the Apoſtle St. Paul op: 
Woſes. the Church of God to Common and Ordinary 


Law louſes, and blames the Corinthians for uſing common 
ſorted Feaſting in it. What (faith he) bave ye not Houſes to 
Prayer Me and drink in, or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? 1 Cor. 
> their r. 12. | | 


e, tha 
in the 
of the 
e, Wa 
rd the? 


E ver- 


ting Emperors needed not have made Edict, ſometimes 
pr taking them away from Chriſtians, and ſometimes 
pr utterly demoliſhing them, as we find they did. 


leaſed God to raiſe up Kings and Emperors to favour 
is Holy Religion, and to countenance it with their 
vil Authority, then the Number of Churches was 


t apart pultiplied. And that forward Devotion, thoſe: free- 
Id S- Offerings which once ſo much rejoyced the 
nce of cart of David to behold in the Jes on ſuch an 
one oi {@ccount, were, then every where viſible among 


>cordel Mbritians. Perſons of all Ranks and Orders endea- 
ole Na our'd to out-vie one another in their Contribu- 
ons: They ſpared nb Coſt, and thought nothing 
Aff ified, o dear, not only to Build, but to Beautify and Adorn 
of out {hole Sacred Edifice. Expences of that Nature 
1 in D. ent under the Name of Piety and Devotion, and 
s of the ene counted That Waſte, which was expended 
ir Orat- out ſo Religious a Work. 

s of Rei Twould take up more Time than I have at pre- 
Wt, to enquire into the many ſtately Churches that 
ze 44: fre founded by the firſt Chriftian Emperor Conſtan- 


Diſcipu he, and other Converts about his Time; what noble 
Aſcenſin itts were beſtowed on thoſe Places, and the Perſons 
won, an) Wiultring in them; and how liberal this Land of ours 


a one, Us upon ſuch Occaſions: A Liberality, bleſſed be God, 
hey were reviving, and every Day increaling among us: 
of Pente This little, I hope, may ſuffice to ſhew, that 
wn upenßhere have been always Places Built, and ſet apart 
them, a for 


And if there had not been ſuch Places, the Perſe- 


As for the Ages after the Apoſtles, and when it 
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for the Service of God. Why theſe are called Hi 3 
Houſes, or Dwellings, will ſoon appear, if we conf 
ſider them as dedicated ro Him, and as He is mor; 3 
immediately there preſent. | —_ 
That the two Temples of the Fews were thus del 
cated to God by Divine Appointment, is abundant) 
evident from their own Hiſtory in the Old Teſtamen 
The firſt was, with the greateſt Solemnity, dedicau 
by Solomon, as you heard but now at large in thi 
Firſt Leſſon. After the Demolition of that, au 
the End of their Captivity, by the Encouragemer 
of two Perſian Princes, the People, the Elders, tif 
Priefts, and the Prophets, all joyn'd in Re- buildiq 
it, and, as Ezra tells us, kept the Dedication with graf 


"Foy, Chap. 6. 
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So alſo *twas with the Primitive Chriſtians ; Hoi Od ef, 


were no ſooner built for their Aſſembling together i 
worſhip God, but, after the Cuſtom of the Few; 
they were ſet apart with the ſolemn Rites of a formi 
Dedication : By which Solemnities, as the Founders (ur 
render'd all the Right they had in them to God 
{o they were ſeparated from all Common and Profan 


And 


ere mo 
en is C 
Ind he 4: 

d be co 


ols ; ye 


Uſes, and Conſecrated to the Sacred Offices of Relizinfhi; 11! Þ 


A Wits him 
To this Purpoſe, there uſually aſſembled a Her than 
Concourſe of Biſhops, and Confeſſors, and other Hi ongregat, 


Men, from all Parts: They ſang Pſalms and Hymn 
had the Holy Scripture Read, and Preached upon it 
offered up Prayers and Thankſgivings, and receiv: 
the Holy Euchariſt. Then alſo they gave liberally t 
the Poor, beſtowed great Gifts on the Church, an 
ſhewed the higheſt Expreſhons of mutual Love an 
Kindneſs, and rejoycing with one another. 
And the Commemoration of theſe Dedications Wi 
conſtantly obſerved once a Year with great Joy al 


Feſtivity; ſomg Shadow whereof ſtill remains! 


[ 


out Pray 


So he 


222 
ee, and 
hich a 
ele Plat 
parting 
oſt in ne 


199 


Day, in the Wakes and Feſt i val, obſery'd in ſe- 
„Places in Memory of the Dedication of their 
Wrticular Churches. | 2 BR 

= Indeed, we are not now (under the State of the 
% to expect that God ſhould fo /ignally declare 
s Approbation and Acceptance of our preſent Con- 


s dederationt, as he did heretofore : But we need not 
dani oubt, but whatſoever is Given to God, and Accepted 
om Sy his Miniſter, is well-pleaſing to him, and be- 
eALCAN! 


Womes as entirely His, as ever the Tabernacle or Temple 


in gas, which he took Poſſeſſion of in a more wiſible 
it, au panner, and filled with a Cloud and with Glory. 

emer It may henceforth be looked upon to be his 
's, WEBB.» #uary, and his Holy Dwelling : Holy, not Eſſentially, 
110i only God himſelf is ; not by Participation, ſo only 
th gre Angels, Saints, and Good Men ; but Relatively, as 


| ing 25 from —_— Ules, and devoted to 
od's /pecial Honour and Service. | 
And bis Dwelling alſo, becauſe the Divine Preſence 
ere more particularly ſhews it ſelf : For though Hea- 
rigs CE God's Throne, and the Earth is his Foorſtool, 
ider: . Ind be dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands, ſo as 
o God be confined within their Walls, like the Heat hen 
* bls ; yea, tho he is fo Immenſe a Being, that he 

ls all Places, and is every where preſent ; yet he mani- 
[ts himſelf in ſome Places after a more eſpecial man- 
er than in others, and is more eminently preſent in the 
ongregation of the Saints, by his anſwering the de- 
out Prayers there made unto him. 


ed a vi 
ot ber Fi) 
1d Hymn 


upon u So he himſelf has promiſed, Exodus 20, 4th Verſe; 
TECEIV IS all Places where I record my Name, will I come unto 
aberally e, and bleſs thee. Where I record my Name, i. e. 
urch, 30Which are devoted to my Worſpip and Service: In 
Love Wileſe Places T will be more ſignally gracious, by my 
1x 


parting the ſpecial Fayours and Bleflings you ſtand 


cations Vit in need of 


at 1 oy an 
emains 


The 


(8) | 

The ſame alſo we learn from that of piu 
Prayer of King Solomon at the Dedication of the Ten MMId 7 
ple, 1 Kings 8, zo, &c. Hearken thou to the Supplics 43 Nes or 
tions of thy People Iſrael, when they ſhall pray tomari = A, 
this Place: And hear thou in Heaven thy Dwelling-Plu ff 
and when thou heareſt, forgive, &c. His more peculin 
Dwelling-Place was then, and always, in Heaven, as iFirſt, 
is now ; but his Ears were open to the Prayers of hi Pla. 
Servants in that Place. oſc ! 
And why ſhould we not think, that He is U ccred, 
this Manner preſent in all our Places of Public D. than 
votion, hen the Bleſſed Feſus aſſures us, Matth. 18, 
20, that where two or three are gathered together in li 
Name, he is there in the midſt of them? There read) u 
receive their Supplications, and to grant the De- 
fires of their Souls. For the Granting our R: 
queſts, as you may find by the preceding Verſe, i 
the Meaning of our Lord's being with us: Andi 


The 
nds u. 
ind of 
Won tha 
Were. 
My tak 


he will be thus gracious to a few, who aſſemble iſo its 1 
Chriſtian Love and Charity, and agree to put u it 
the ſame Petitions to God, much more when grem enders. 
Numbers unanimouſly joyn in the ſame Worſhip MFor fo 
and offer up the ſame Prayers and Thankſgiving Mays ſui 
to God in the ſame Words. W/ible an 
Since therefore, what the Tabernacle and Tem ſes; th: 
were to the Jews, the ſame is every Church ane Senſes 
Chappel to us Chriſtians, Places ſet apart, and cn the I 
crated to the Service of God, and which may be le. 
truly call'd His Houſes and Dwellings as they were 
nothing ſhould be ſo amiable in our Eyes, nothing Second 
ſo deſirable, nor ſhould we long for any thinWeces, re; 
more than to enter into the Courts of the Lord, to e: "ere are 
Glory and Power, fo as we have ſeen it in the S the Low 
ctuary: Which brings me to the an's H. 


de am 
IId Thing | 


= (9) 
4 prow : 1 d WT) | . I 
e Ten MMId Thing conſiderable in my Text, That the 


wpplick 3 ſes or | Dwellings of God are Amiable and Deſireable. 


rowarl iſp» Amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts ! 


g- Pla, 

deculin 9 8 

u, as iFirſt, Are not ſuch Places more apt to excite Devotion, 

s of hi Phaces of common Uſe 2 And is there any one, 
oſe Heart has not ſhook off all Senſe of what 

e is nf&acred, that does not find himſelf otherwiſe affects 

ick D. chan when he enters into a private Houſe. 

itt h. 16, 

er in li The Conſideration of 2whoſe Houſe we are in, 


ready u nds us of the Buſineſs of the Place, and ſtrikes 
he De ind of Awe into our Thoughts, when we reflect 
ur Rehon that Sacred Majeſty we uſually converſe with 
erſe, Mere. And the Beauty and Comelineſs of it, not 
And ly takes our Eye, and pleaſes it, but carcieth 
mble uo its Profit along with it, enlivens our Devotion, 
put uf it when it ſlumbers, and recalls it when it 
n great lenders, 


V orſhin $M For ſo the Grace of God is pleaſed to move us b 
({giving{MWays ſuitable to or Nature, and to ſant#ify theſe 
ble and Inferior Helps to greater and higher Pur- 
1 Temes ; that as the Soul receives Impreſſions through 
urch ane Senſes, ſo the Devotion of it may be heighten'd 
nd cn the Loftineſs, the Beauty and Ornaments of the 
yy be 38Wmple. 
Were; 
nothin Secondly, Does not the Company we join with in theſe 
y thing ces, render them alſo Lovely and Deſireable to us? 
to ſe: ere are the Tribes gathered together, even the Trives 
the Sa the Lord. And can any thing fo rejoyce a Good 
an's Heart, as to hear the Voice of @ Multitude; 


de among much People, Worſhipping and Prai- 
d Thing | C ſing 


F 


was 


Po 
. 


— 


„* 
* 
2 * ——— — 


_— 


(10) ö 
ſing God for his Goodneſs in the Congregation of 
Saints 2 3 

GOD, to be ſure, was a little Sanctuary to Dal 
when he was driven from the Public Worſhip, wil 
he had a private Oratory in his own Breaſt, where 


could mentally retire, and ſhut up his Thougii - Fa 
and Affections; and yet as the Hart panteth after th * 
Water-brooks ; So panted bis Soul after the Enjoymen . ba, 
God in the Pablick Solemnities. 4 obs 
- When he was bleſs'd with a free Opportunity of A theſe 

ceſs to the Tabernacle, how is he carried, as it we nt 77 
beyond himſelf, in holy Raptures of Joy ? And h und m 
glad was he, how much did it rejoyce bis Spirit, wic eir He 
he beard the good People ſay one to another, We wil ions 


into the Houſe of the Lord! The ſight of a Coma 
there, their Number, their Unanimity, their Dru 
tion, theſe all dilate his Heart, awake bis Viol ni 
Harp, and are more raviſhing to him than any thin] 
on this ſide Heaven. | 

And indeed, as God is more bonoured by ſuch Ji p 
lick Aſſemblies ; fo "tis to be preſumed, that gr 
Bleſſmgs attend their Services, than the Devot iom ih 
private Houſes, United Force is very powerful. They Wi Perſc 
the Prayers of the Church that delivered Peter out prtbly ar 
Prilon : And whenever the People of God have ber Spiritus 
plunged into more than ordinary Difficulties, alG klome L 
eherefore more earneſtly deſired the Aſſiſtance MWrifed fi 
the Almighty, they have in greater Numbers Me Pract 
ſorted to his Houſe, and with an Unanimous Cond Deve 
ſent, and a hearty Devotion invaded Heaven, and they 


(as I may fo ſay ) forced down a Bleſſing fra thy Co 
thence. | ightſome 
Beſides, That Devotion, which when perform The 7 


by fingle Votaries, or by few, is apt to languiſh Witreathe o 
flag, is by the Company of others increas'd and io Heave 
prov'd, whilſt that Holy Flame which ſhines fog Comme: 


ereby ex 
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3 ſome, kindles the like Ardours in the Breaſts of 


ion of | 


to Dai 

ſhip, uro all Holy and Devout Souls, I dare appeal for 
where WE Truth of this : and I doubt not but there are 
Thong ny (not very good Men) who have found by 
after i Mie ou Experience, that, as Saul among the Pro- 


joymen Wh ts, bad another Heart given bim, and the Spirit of 


came upon him alſo, till he became like one of them; 


ty oi Ae theſe, in the Aſſembly of God's People, from the 
> IC Wegen Zeal and ſtrong Affections of others, have 
nd bo und many good Motions wrought in themſelves, 
it, wie eir Hearts more enlarged and chearful, their Af. 


e wil | 
Coma 
ir Den 
Viol u 
ny chi Thirdly, As the Company, ſo the Ordinances perform'd 
* ſuch Places of publick Worſhip, are very delight ſom to 


ions more raiſed, and their Souls fill'd as with 
arrow and Fatneſs, when their Mouth praiſeth God 
ith joyful Lips. Bur 


ſuch Iu 55 that ſeriouſly and devoutly attend upon them; I ſay 
at greg ion, and devoutly attend upon them: For it 
vol ion Mpuſt be confeſs'd that theſe are not ſo pleaſing to 
hey Wl Perſons. Some there are whoſe Minds are fo 


er Out! 


&rtbly and ſenſual, that they ſavour nothing that 
AVE des 


Spiritual : To ſuch, the Service of God muſt be an 


ies, eme Drudgery ; But to others, whoſe Souls are 
tance Whwifed from the Defilements of the World, and by 
bers Hie Practice of Religion wrought into a Heavenly 
1s Cond Devout "Temper, it muſt be exceeding pleaſant, 


ven, al 


nd they can truly ſay with the Pſalmiſt, One Day 
ng fro 


n thy Courts is better than a thouſand, far more de- 

ightſome than a thouſand in any other Place. 
The Prayers that are here made, wherein we 
reathe out our Souls, and fend up our holy Deſires 
0 Heaven; what arc theſe, but as ſo many Angels 
Commerce between God and Us ? Do we not 
ereby expreſs dur Wants, and receive a Supply 
2 | propor- 


erforme 
zuiſh Al 
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nes fort 
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proportionable ; Support and Counſel, Health and Safe, 


Deliverance and Salvation? All which muſt neech 
afford a Man more Foy and Comfort than any on: 
is able to conceive, but he that has it. 


And if the Pleaſures of Prayer be ſo great, thoſe 


of Thankſ-giving and Praiſe muſt be much greate, 
For what indeed can be more Delightful than the 


Contemplation of Infinite Love, Bounty, and Goal. 
neſs on God's Part; and the Remembrance of pu, 


the Senſe of preſent, and the comfortable Proſpet 
and Expectation of future Bleſſings on ours? This 
cannot but excite in us Acts of Lowe, Foy, and 
Admiration, the moſt Delightful Paſſions of the Soul; 
eſpecially if we conſider, that this is the Work of 


Saints and Angels above, and in the Performance oi 


which bere below, we more eminently makes good our 
Communication with them. 

So alſo; Is not the Word of God here read and ex 
pounded, very deſireable to any well-diſpoſed Perſons! 
Is it not 4 Lanthern to our Feet, and a Light to on 
Paths, to guide us into the Ways of Peace, that 
we may know what to believe and do in order t0 
our Salvation? Are we not hereby warn'd againk 
our Spiritual Enemies, and furniſhed with the molt 
proper Weapons to repel their fierceſ# Aſſaults? Dos 
it not put us in mind of what we are too apt to 
forget, teach us to draw good Conſequences from 
what we know, and Inflame our Affections when 
they are ready to grow cool in the Things of 60 
and Heaven? Thele, and many the like Advants 
ges ct God's Word, made holy David to Rejoice in 
it moge than in great Riches : It was to bim as bis ag. 
pointed Food, ſweeter than the Honey and the Honey-Coml, 
Hence, as he deſcribes a good Man by his Delight 
ing in the Law of God ; ſo he tells us, Thar 4d ttt 
Day long was bis fudy in it. The Affairs of wy 
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fe he Government of his Kingdom, might indeed employ, 
nech ut it was The that refreſh'd his Mind. 
y one And then for the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper fre- 
Buently Celebrated in our Aſſemblies : Is not Ib that 
thoſe e where we may Eat that which is Good, delight 
greater ſelves in Fatneſs, and with Foy drink everlaſting 
n the Feallh out of the Wells of Salvation? Are not our 
Goal · ¶ Torruptions ſubdu'd, and our Sins pardon d by thus 
of pat, yplying the Merits of Chriſt's Blood : our Weakneſs 
-oſpet{Erengthened by conumunicating the Influences of his 
? Thrace which he purchaſed for us by his Death; and 
y, ani e ſupported under all "Temptations by a lively Re- 
Soul; reſentation of thoſe great Things he hath ſuffered 
Vork of br us? Here, if ever, the Soul is comforted with Fla- 
ince o Mens, and our Devotions are animated with that 
z0d our Warmth and Vigour which nothing can reſiſt. So 
Wat we cannot but account this the beſt Banquet we 
and ere ever invited to: And our Hearts being often 
erſons! Hrengthen'd with this Bread of Life, often refreſh'd 
t to ow with this Wine of Gladneſs, we may run our Chriſtian 
ce, that Mace, not only with Patience, but with Eaſe and 
rder w beerfulneſs too. 


again Theſe are the Offices and Employments of God: 
he moltWouſe ; And it muſt needs delight any Man that 
; 2 Doshas the leaſt Senſe of Goodneſs, thus to wait on the 
o apt to eat Lord and Governour of the World, to be employ'd 
es from the Service of his Creator, which is the very End 
ns when his Being, and the Chief Buſineſs of his Life. 


s of Gui Yea, and what is more, the diligent Performance 


Advants- theſe Duties, leaves ſo ſenſible a Satisfaction be- 
Rejoice uind it, gives ſuch a different Turn to the Soul, and 
as bis «)Wipires ſuch heavenly Diſpoſitions, that the Devotion 
ney Con" the Temple never goes off without a grateful Re- 
5 Delig "Wh and pron Effect, except either too ſeldom, or 
ar all 109 igently repeated. 


of Statt, 
the 
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For, Fourthly, As by the Ordinantes f the Santturſ 
our Graces are improved; ſo we are hereby fitted, and uf 
Souls dreſs'd for the Enjoyment of an happy Eternity; \Y 
ſufficient Reaſon for its being ſo Amiable and Dx 
ligbiſome to us. Tis by our frequent Addrefles 9 
God, that we learn to live with entire Submiſſion u 
him, and Dependance upon him in all the Chang: 
of this mortal Life. We cannot conſider, and en 
tertain our ſelves with him, (as is done in Divivf 
Worſhip) but we muſt live always with a quick Sen: 
of him upon our Minds, and under the Influences of 
the Holy Spirit to direct and aſſiſt us in all our Way 
Neither can we conſider the Spiritual Nature d 
God, his Fuſtice, Goodneſs, Faithfulneſs, Mercy, Low, 
and the like moral and ſpiritual Excellencies, where 
in we are capable of Reſembling and Conforming u 
him, and Admire, Praiſe, and Honour him for theſe 
but this muſt conduce to the Forming and IncrealÞſ 
ing the ſame in us, and ſo advance our Reſemblant 


8 Firſt, 
et us bl; 
m alſo 


and Conformity to God, the greateſt Perfection au ratetull 

Accompliſhment of human Nature. re depar 
And whatſoever diſpoſes us to live Holily her: «ry che 

Qualiſies us alſo for the Happineſs of Heaven. OU“, 77 

Future Portions will not be aflign'd us according u 1 good 

our Hopes, but our Habits ; and Happineſs is nothing T 

elſe but the Perfection of Holineſs. 3 


Thoſe therefore who have ſpent their Days | 
the Tents of Wickedneſs, whoſe Hands have bee! 
ſeldom lift up but to Violence and Vanity, as they ati 
utterly uncapable to be happy in that Society, and i 
thoſe Emploi ments to which they are ſo great Stral 
gers, ſo neither have they any Reaſon to expect i 
But how eaſy, how pleaſant will the Paſlage of 


ow enjo 
Ings, anc 
orefathe 
nd Safety 
God, ar 
5 Love. 


good Man be from the Courts of God's Houſe to til 
Holy of Holies ? Surely the gloriſying God here in | 
: Earls 


= (15) 
h Members, is a Prologue to that which he 


all Be and Ad hereafter ; and he'll moſt readil 


ar a Part with, the Celeſtial Quire in thei 
nf ld Hallelujabs. THO 
nd ou \ { 
I have now done with the two Things my Text 


KAR. ers to our Conſideration, and have ſhewn, 

- 7 S Firſt, That there bave been always Places built WI 2 
Change art for the Service of God, call d his Houſes or Dwel- 
ind en e, and obſerv d the Reaſons why they are ſo call d. And 


Jen, Secondly, Have endeavour'd briefly to repreſent 
ir Amiableneſs, or what it u that makes them * Ni 
Pat remains is in the 


Di vin 
E Senſe 


rences d 
. g 111d Place to make ſome Application of what hath been 
„ Lo id, and eſpecially with regard to the Occaſion of this 


hell ſembly. And here, 


a C Firſt, Have we Places ſet apart for the Service of God? 
T_—_ er us bleſs him for Thoſe who Erected them, and bleſs 
öl alſo for thoſe who Beautify and Aden them; 
ion an ratefully Honour ing the Memory of ſuch of them as 
re departed this Life, and Praying for a Blefling 
1 her Pon che Heads of thoſe who ſurvive ; that God 

Would remember them concerning this, and wipe not out 


en. OUS. 
Ming ; . good Deeds that they bave done for the Houſes of our 


„ 
not" Let us bleſs God's 5% Name for thoſe happy 


Dpportunities of ſerving him in his Sanctuaries we 


Days! / 

we dees enjoy; that we are not foro d from our Dwel - 
they a ngs, and baniſh'd from our publick A ſemblies, as our 
„ And orefathers ſometimes were; but can with Eaſe 
5 


nd Safety ſtep out of our own Houſes into the Houſe 
11 and there be refreſh'd with the Solaces of 
8 LOve. 
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Leet us joyfully Commemorate his abundant Goodne 
in placing us where we are; that he hath made y 
Members of a Church ſo wiſely Conſtituted berwigf 
the Extremes that have divided Cbriſtendom; ſo fit u 
be the Center of Union among Chriſtians, and (i 
near to the Perfection of Beauty, that we are 
chief Objects of the Roman Fury, as well as the Juf 
Glory' of the Reformation. | | 
That the pure Word of God is Preach'd among u 
and the Sacraments duly Adminiſter'd by proper Per 
ſons; Authoriz'd for that purpoſe : That we have! 
Liturgy very agreeable to the Holy Scriptures and th: 
moſt primitive Patterns; in all its Offces admirabl 
well fitted to enkindle Zeal where it is not, and ti 
encreaſe it where it is; which hath Advantages (i 
many and ſo conſiderable, as not only to raiſe it (el 
above the Devotion of other Churches, but to enden 
the Affections of good People to be in Love wit 
Liturgy in general. 

That we have Comelineſs without affected Gaudine, 
Gravity without Moroſity ; no Ornaments, no Uſa 
adminiſtring to Superſtition or Idolatry; but on 
ſuch as tend to preſerve the due Reverence to Gl 
and his Worſhip: A Religion, which being mes 
fitted to the Nature of Man, cannot but be mol 
acceptable to God, as well as Amiable to us. | 

And can there be a Juſter Cauſe of Thank/zivinl 
and Joy thx Day before God, than to ſee ant 
Church added not only for the Uſe of this, but of th: 
Neighbour-Pariſh, whoſe Church being not ſufficient 
for the Number of their Inhabitants, ſome hav 
thence taken Occation wholly to Negle& the Pub 
lick Worſhip of God, others to perform it in ſeparalt 
Aſſemblies with leſs Regularicy, and leſs Advantage! 


With what Thankſgiving may you come now te 
| 0N 


5 e or 


raiſe 
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or the other of theſe Houſes of God, with what 


odnef ; 
raiſe into his Courts, be thankful unto him, and ſpeak 


ade il 


etwin gef bis Name ? 

» fit u | | 

and . Secondly, Hath God bis Houſes, and are they ſo Lowe- 
re t and Deſireable? Let us not, out of Profaneneſs, and 


r want of a due Senſe of Religion, forſake the 
BI ſembling our ſelves together, as do ſome ; nor out 
ng u f Diſite to the Worſhip and Communion of our 
er Pei boereb, as do others. To the former I may truly 
have y, That as they hate Knowledge, and live as with- 
ind i God in the World, as if they had no Dependance 


ne Ji 


nirabif on Him; fo the Time will come, when they 
and Hall call upon GOD, but he will not anſwer, and 
ages f voto him for Mercy, but he will not hear them : 
it le nd the Objections of the latter are ſo weak, and 
enden ve been ſo often refuted, that I ſhall not now ar- 
ve wide with them, bur rather pity their Prejudices 


pat hinder them from diſcerning the Beauty of Ho- 
audin: eſs, and pray God to open their Eyes, that ſee- 
o Uns the many Miſchiefs of Separation, they may be 
ut one Heart and one Mind with us, and we may 
x v alk together unto the Houſe of God as Friends, How 
* mol iable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord ! And how much 
be mole would they be ſo, if a whole Pariſh would 


Þck to them, as the Doves to their Windows 2 


ok giv 
e ano 
ut of the 


(ufhcient 


But till God ſhall be graciouſly pleas'd to afford us 
great a Blefling : Let ws who are in the Communion 
our Church, not only come hither, but after the 


me hae ample of the Pſalmiſt, come with great Deſire 
che Pub Love for God's Worſhip : Serve the Lord with 
n ſeparat adneſs, and come before his Preſence with Rejoycing ; 
Vantage me hither, as to meet him in a Place where he 


es to meet us, and where he giyes us the Bleſ- 
gr of his Lope. 3 1 
D The 


now e 
ON 
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The Heathen themſelves thought their G00 
ſhould not be put f with a Sacrsfice dragg d to tif 
Altar : If we go to Church but for Faſbion-[oliif 
for Company, or out of Formality ; if Love carr 
us not thither, tis plain that as we delight not iff 
God, ſo will not he delight in us, nor can we (8 
the Lovelineſ and Beauty of his Houſe. : 

When the Church had Peace, the Primitive CH 
ſtians forſook their Sports and \Paſtimes, left tha 


Secular Buſineſs, and failed not of their conſtant I otbe 
tendance on the publick Worſbip Morning and EA And 
ing: Yea, their Zeal and Fervour was ſo gu; 1c 
that, even in Times of Perſecution, they would (Wterts 
poflible) meet together, either by Day or by Nigiſ the 
for thac Purpoſe, though they hazarded then Ev 
Lives for it. An Eternal Shame to {ome among yer 
Us, who calling themſelves of the ſame Reli ery F 
are yet ſo far from venturing their Lives N, 1h 
Eſtates to enjoy Opportunities of Devotion, that theſWFanlact 
will not leave their Shops, their Reereations, ni Revere 
their very 1Idleneſs, half an Hour and 4 lictle mood the 
for a freer and more ea Worſhip than they cou 
enjoy, ee. Fourt 
ö our C 
Thirdly, Are our Churches dedicated to the Servia ce and 


God and Religion? Let ws take care that they be kept ſn : f the \ 
all profane and c mmin Uſe, and applied wholly 1 ie1ved, 
Worſhip and Service. The Diſhonour that is das Ho 
to GOD's Houſe, reflects upon GOD himſelt, a-acula: 
he reſents it accordingly. x one othe 
BY Heaw 

So when the firſt Court of the Temple at ene affe 
lem (the Court where the Gentiles worſhipped, e our 
which the Jews counted leſs Holy than the reit ing the 
the Temple) was made an Houſe of Merchandiſe, Hur ſely 
bleſſed Feſus look'd on this Abuſe of it as ſuch ehe grea: 


Diete abou 


ir Go! 3 
d to thi 
N 


e cart 
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ſponour to GOD, that with a piow Indignation, 
d an overpowering Zeal he drove out them that 
ht not eb and /o/d in it, over. threm the Tables of the Mo- 
1 we changer, and the Seats of them that ſold Doves. A 
ry befirring and ſeemly Expreſſion of his juſt Diſ- 


ive Ch eaſure againſt thoſe ſacrilegious People, how diffe- 
eft the ſoever ic was to his mild and gentle Conduct 
eſt ant other Occaſions. 


And as ufually good Laws ſpring from ill Man- 
ſo gr r,; fo alſo our great Maſter upon this Accident, 


would | erts the Sacredneſs of ſuch Places, in the Words 
y Niet the Prophet 1/aiah, which now he made a Leſ- 
ed the n Evangelical, My Houſe ſhall be called an Houſe of 
Among yer to all Nations; teaching us hereby, that 
Religu ery Place Dedicated to the Worſhip of God being 


ves ud, ſhould not be profaned or made uſe of to the 
that t anſacting any Worldly Affairs; and that there is 
Reverence due to God's Houſe for the Owner's ſake, 


ions, nl | 
le moi nd the ſacred Offices there performed. 


ka & Fourthly, Is God in a more eſpecial manner preſent 
our Churches ? Let our Approaches be full of Reve- 
ce and Devotion: Reverence of the Body, Devotion 
4 the Soul. The Patriarch Facob no fooner per- 
holly t Weived, that the Place where he lay at Bethel 
is donfvas Holy Ground, but he breaks out into this pious 
nlelf, uW&jaculation, How dreadful is this Place This is 
Wone other but the Houſe of God, and this is the Gate 

Heaven, Gen. xxviii. 179. And were we but 
it Jeu le affected as this good Man was, we ſhould 
ped, e our coming in to the Congregation, and du- 
e reſt Hing the whole time of our being there, demean 
nadie, Mur ſelves with an Awful! Reverence ſuitable to 


+ Servidt 


e kept fn 


s ſuch ehe great Majeſty we are before, and the Work we 
Digere about; ſtanding while we praiſe GOD for his 
| D-8 | Good. 
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Goodneſs, and Kneeling when we Implore his Merc, ifed A 
as our Church hath directed us. Won: 
We ſhould carefully abſtain from all Irrevern WR All 7 
Behaviour, Laughing, Whiſpering, Talking, or any Nod rej 
ſuch Indecencies, as unbecoming the Preſence of any Pur; 
Superiour, but a Mortal Man, a little above our WWandme 
ſelyves, much more the Preſence of the great and Miknce. 
ever-living God. . bat hea 
And we ſhould likewiſe take ſpecial Care to 


Ut God 
keep our Minds intent upon the Matter in hand; War ſelve 
let our Hearts go along with our Words, and have We it u 
our Souls ele vated unto, and fixed upon that Gel, Fnneſs, 
whoſe Majeſty we acknowledge Preſent ; ever re- Bard wh 
membring that as the inward Worſhip, without the Mace ſhe 
outward, is rude and unmannerly ; ſo the outward with- Wipers. 


out the inward, is meer Pageantry and Hypocriſy ; ſuch Hence 
as will by no means be acceptable to him wh Macon i 
trieth the Heart, and ſearcheth the very Reins. . wat 
$ | to they 
Fifthly and Laſtly, Are our Churches God's Houſes! Nn of t 
Then we may make the Pſalmiſt's Inference, Holineſs be. {Mt Sins i 
cometh thine Houſe for ever; and ſo live, that as they fh aſſu 
had their ft Relation of Sanctity by the Conſecra- ful imp 
tion of a boly Preſident of Religion, it may be per- WLet us 
petuated in Holy Offices, and receive a daily Con- , waſl 
ſecration, by the aſſiſtance of ſanctißed and religios Wis, and 
Perſons, a holy Prieft, and a holy People. Icmbers 
hen we 
The Jews had written over the Gates of their Wiſe with 
Synagogues,that of the 118th Pſalm and the 20th ver. ¶ to the 
This is the Gate of the Lord, the Righteous ſhall entet th in 6 
into it: And from the many Typical Precepts given {Wnk/-gin 
to them, of waſhing and cleanſing themſelves by di give 
vers Ceremonies before they enter'd into the N forth 
Sanctuary: We Chriſtians ſhould learn to bring 4% MW Life, , 
long with us to this Place, Undefiled Bodies and 2 we par 
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fed Minds, free from all filthy Luſts and unruly 


F:(lions. 7 
All Impenitent Perſons are unfit for Churches, and 
God rejects ſuch Sacrificers as have no Contrition, 


Purpoſe to forſake Sin, and keep his Com- 


pandments which are ever Parts of true Repen- 
ance. If we come hither, before hand reſolved, 
hat bearing we will not hear, nor conſider ; if we cry 


þ God for Mercy, and yer will have none upon 


ur ſelves ; if we ask for Grace, and yet will nor 
e it when *cis offered to us, or turn it into Wan- 
Wnneſs, we cannot expect that God ſhould re- 


rd what we do, or that the Holineſs of the 


. ſhould Hallow ſuch impure, ſuch careleſs Wor- 
ippers. 


Hence it was, that in the Primitive Times, the 
Beacon ſtood up before the receiving the bleed 
uebariſt, and cried with a loud Voice, Holy Things 


to them that are holy: And our Church in imita- 


pn of the antient Forms, hath put the Confeſſion 
Sin in the fir} Place, becauſe God himſelf 
ach aſſured us, that he will not hear the Prayers ok 


ful impenitent Sinners. 

et us therefore in imitation of our Royal Pſal- 
, waſh our hands in Innocency ; repent of all our 
bs, and lead holy and upright Lives, becoming 
kmbers of ſo Hoh, ſo Apoſtolical a Chuck. 
hen we may enter God's Court with joy, and His 
uſe with rejoycing : We may go boldly to his Altar, 
to the Throne of Grace : Our Prayers will be ſet 
th in bis ſight as the Incenſe; and our Praiſes and 


mk/-givings be an acceptable Sacrifice; G O D 
| give ſuch a Bleſſing to his Word, that it will 
g forth Fruit abundantly, and be a /avour of Life 
Life, unto all them that bear it. And, as ſure 
We partake of the Communion of Chrift's Body 

and 
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and Blood, we ſhall be fulfilled with his Grace wif 
Heavenly Benediction. 1 


In ſhort : Let our Obedience keep time with ou 4 
Devotion: And then, as we need not doubt of Golf 
gracious Acceptance of our preſent hearty, thoug 


imperfect Service; ſo we ſhall in his due tim Lm 
be tranſlated from theſe Amiable Tabernacles here d at 
low, to that everlaſting Tabernacle, that Building A. V 
God, not made with Hands, Eternal in the Heaven nous 


Where we ſhall ſee God as He is, and ſhall praiſe linknclem 
and magnify him for ever. Which GOD of Wa 
Infinite Mercy grant unto Us, through the alot 
Merits of Jzesvs Cunisr, our only Lo np an the 

Saviour: To whom with the Father, and , Ben: 
Holy Spirit, be given all Honour, Worſhip e Peo} 
Obedience, now, and for evermore, . Georg 
We Rig 
us and 
Hate Be 
Wines, e 
Ibe Pat 
wedempri 
ler wit! 
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pldneſs ] 
omas Ra 
Lmden in 
eface, b 
be, Oxon 


FINIS. 


| BOOKS Printed for W. Taylor, at the Ship 
i ol in Pater Noſter Row, 


1 Gol 
thou 
e time 
here 
ding | 


7 E AL for the Eſtabliſh'd Reriricion Recom- 


Wd at Salop, Auguſt 4. 1710. by Fred, Cornwall, 
A. Vicar of Bromfield. Publiſh'd at the Una- 
Jeaver ln 0us Requeſt of the High-Sheriff and the 
Wl Ar of the Grand Jury of the ſaid County. 
ce 

— a 5 Joy ſhort Treatiſes, viz. (I.) A modeſt Plea 
R D al the Clergy. (2.) A Sermon on the Sacerdo- 
and u Benediction. (3) A Diſcourſe to undeceive 
ſhip ue People in Point of Tithes, &c. publiſhed by 
r. George Hickes, in Defence of the Prieſthood and 
pe Rights of the Church, againſt the flande- 
us and reproachſul Treatment of the Clergy, in 
Hate Book of pernicious and blaſphemous Do- 
ines, entitul'd, The Rights of the Church, 


The Path to Liberty Or, the Method of Man's 


Redemption by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : Toge- 
der with Chriſtian Liberty rightly ſtared and 
daintained, againſt the impious Tenets of ancient 
lercticks, now lately Reviv'd, and with great 
— [Wines Publiſhed by ſome Modern Writers. By 
omas Rawbone, M. A. Late Rector of Norton under 
nden in Somerſetſhire. With a Recommendatory 
etace, by Dr. Edwards, Principal of Jeſus Cot- 
ge, „ Oxon. 


mended : In a Sermon preach'd at the Aſſizes 
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BOOKS Printed for W. Taylor. 


Dialogues, wherein is treated of (I.) The me 7 


L 
Remote Preparation for Death. (2.) Of Paticn : 
under” Sickneſs and other Afflictions. (3.) T8 
fick Man's Settlement for his Temporal Concern 5 
40 How a Man may judge of his Intereſt 

od's Favour, either here or hereafter. ( 5. ) 
the more immediate Preparation for Death, (> 
The fick Man's Reſignation to the Divine Will 
His parting Advice to his Family, with Med 
tions and Prayers ſuitable to his Condition i 
putting him in mind of his Change, * for (kk 
porting him under his Diſtemper, and for pk 
aring him for, and carrying him through | 
aſt Conflict with Death, by N. Spinckes, a Pri 
byter of che Church of England. 


A Sermon preached before the Honouralſ 
Houſe of Commons, the 29th of May, 1715. 
ing the Anniverfary of the Reſtoration of Kin 
Charles the Second. r E 
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